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Plastic and packaging pressures: Radical changes ahead

Example new EU measures:

 — The EU Plastics Strategy: all plastic packaging on the EU 
market to be recyclable or reusable by 2030.

 — Extended producer responsibility: clean up, waste 
management and awareness raising measures.

 — New product markings to inform consumers of appropriate 
waste management options and the presence of plastics in 
the product will be required on certain products from 
mid-2021.

 — A blanket ban on oxo-degradable products.
 — A ban on SuP cotton bud sticks, cutlery, plates, straws, 

beverage stirrers, balloon sticks, food containers and cups 
made of expanded polystyrene from circa 2021.

 — Proposal from 2024, plastic SuP beverage containers of up 
to 3 litres will be banned unless lids remain attached under 
new product design rules.

 — Member States will be obliged to collect 90% of SuP drinks 
bottles by 2025 achieved through deposit return schemes or 
separate collection targets for relevant extended producer 
responsibility schemes.

 — Possible prohibition on intentionally added microplastics to 
certain products under the European Chemicals Agency’s 
proposals published in January 2019.

 — Measures to encourage the re-use of products and 
promotion of repair and reuse.

 — Possible re-use and recycling targets for textile waste.

Example new UK measures:

 — Consultations on:
 ∙ reform of the packaging producer responsibility regime: 

100% funded by producers and the introduction of 
mandatory labelling stating whether packaging is 
collected for recycling or not.

 ∙ a tax on plastic packaging manufactured/imported with a 
recycled content below 30%.

 ∙ deposit return schemes: Scotland and consultation just 
launched for England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

 — Possible extended producer responsibility regimes for five 
waste streams, including textiles, requiring producers to 
cover the full costs of recovery and disposal.

 — Ban on distribution and/or sale of plastic straws, stirrers and 
plastic-stemmed cotton buds in England.

 — Possible ‘latte levy’ on disposable cups in Scotland.
 — The Environmental Audit Committee’s report ‘Fixing Fashion: 

clothing consumption and sustainability’ recommends a 
range of measures.

The pervasive nature of plastic has attracted significant consumer, media and legislative interest over recent years. This joins 
attention on packaging and waste and the need for solutions. In the absence of effective voluntary measures, action is being 
proposed and taken by lawmakers to incentivise behavioural change. Scrutiny of the extent of materials and other resources used, 
products’ ability to be re-used and recycled and wider effects such as microplastics is gaining momentum. The ‘polluter pays’ 
concept will increasingly attract to consumer products and service involving brand reputation and economic impacts. We can assist 
with the challenge of staying ahead of multi layers of proposals locally or more widely and understanding how they link together.
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Seminar – It's a wrap: the end   
of packaging as we know it 

CMS Scotland are running a seminar in Edinburgh on 27 
March looking at the key practical issues and opportunities 
facing businesses arising from the proposed EU Directive on 
single use plastics, changes to packaging laws, producer 
responsibility and other measures.  During the session we 
will cover EU changes, UK proposals and further Scottish 
initiatives including potential opportunities and what it 
means for businesses in Scotland, with a particular focus on 
the food & drink and retail sector.

The CMS Environment team, Changeworks   
and eteaket.

Please register your interest here.
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